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Funding from the LOC Central Fund
INTRODUCTION

The Central Fund has a long history of support for the AOP in the work it does on behalf of the optometric profession. For many years The Central Fund has helped to provide the financial resources to enable the Association to develop the expertise, knowledge and experience upon which it based its LOC support programme. While the political environment has changed within our sector in recent years, the common goals remain the same and the generous support from the Central Fund continues.

The AOP is grateful to the Central Fund for the substantial support it has given, which has enabled us to provide a range of services to the profession as a whole that would otherwise not have been possible, notably in the area of establishing and expanding locally based primary care provision.

These services have now been subsumed into the LOC Support Unit so that the profession can benefit from enhanced back up, training, and mentoring designed to ensure that our leaders in every PCT area are equipped to undertake detailed negotiations based on excellent clinical and epidemiological information, using the recent study (which was also funded by the Central Fund).

 

PRIMARY CARE DEVELOPMENT
Now, more than ever – especially post NICE – there are battles to be won in primary care and enhanced services offer the profession the greatest opportunity to expand its role, its skills and its value to the communities it serves. 
 

Professional expertise
In addition to the support the AOP offers to the LOC SU, its primary care team comprises Patricia O’Sullivan, as the Head of Primary Care and the hugely respected Geoff Roberson as its Professional Adviser.  This experienced team provides leadership and back up to the new Primary Care Joint Committee which is run by the AOP on behalf of the profession as a whole.  Additionally, the Primary Care team, augmented by a number of experienced practitioners, provides a considerable amount of ad-hoc clinical advice to the profession, and they commission specific advice from relevant experts and use appropriate professionals to undertake specific projects on an agreed fee basis.

 

Additionally, some of the work undertaken by Richard Carswell on GOS regulations has been funded by the Central Fund.  His breadth of knowledge and wealth of experience are widely respected in all parts of the profession.

 

Shared Knowledge
The AOP maintains a database of co-managed schemes which it freely shares with interested practitioners and the other optical organisations.  The information is updated on a regular basis, thanks to the close relationship between the AOP and the LOCs, AOCs and ROCs.  

The database is only a phone call away for practitioners who wish to access the information.

 

NATIONAL OPTOMETRIC CONFERENCE

The NOC has grown in size and significance, and we continue to work hard to ensure that the programme is relevant to current developments in primary care.  
The Central Fund continues to hold its own AGM at the event and contributes to the economic viability of the conference.
LOBBYING

 The representative optical bodies now run an extensive lobbying programme, which has raised the profile of optometry among government circles and within both Houses of Parliament. Along with a internal Public Affairs team, a specialist consultancy is employed to assist our efforts in this very successful campaign, and the Central Fund generously contributes to its fees.
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